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891 April 13, 1900 

The steamship Maria Herrera arrived on the 18th, having been disin- 
fected at Santiago. The vessel was held in quarantine to complete the 
period of detention of some nonimmune passengers, but other passen- 
gers were allowed to land. The vessel left the same day for San Juan, 
carrying detained passengers, as this station is not equipped for such 
detention. 

The last report from the local board of health gave 3 cases of small- 
pox closely quarantined in the city ; also 1 case of typhus fever. 
Eespectfully, W. W. King, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. S. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

JJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

flnclosure.] 

Number and causes af deaths in Ponce jurisdiction (dtp, playa, and surrounding country) 

for the two weeks ended March 24, 1900. 
Infectious diseases — Deaths. 

Tuberculosis 17 

Malarial fever 7 

Pernicious fever 2 

Tetanus 2 

Dysentery 1 

Typhoid fever 1 

Pysemia 1 

Diseases of the digestive apparatus 26 

Diseases of the respiratory system 9 

Diseases of the circulatory system 5 

Diseases of the nervous system 3 

Other diseases (anaemia, inanition, etc.) 28 

Total 102 

Births in the same period 59 

SALVADOR. 

Yellow fever at San Salvador. 

Washington, D. C, April 9, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor, by direction of the Secretary of State, to 
inform you that the Department is in receipt of a telegram from the 
consul of the United States at San Salvador, Salvador, dated April 8, 
1900, which reads as follows : " Yellow epidemic." 

Eespectfully, Thos. W. Cridler, 

Third Assistant Secretary. 
Hon. Secretary of the Treasury. 

SCOTLAND. 

Bone dust from Bombay as ballast may carry plague. 

Glasgow, Scotland, February 10, 1900. 
Sir : Eeferring to my cablegram of the 3d instant I have the honor 
to invite the attention of the Bureau to the shipment of bone dust from 
Bombay to the United States via Glasgow. The bones from which this 
is prepared are collected within a radius of 500 miles around Bom- 
bay, and their origin must necessarily be doubtful. I am informed 
that the steamship companies carry this cargo at a nominal rate in pre- 
ference to ballast, and if there were any quarantine restrictions placed 
on its shipment the steamship companies would refuse to take it. Owing 
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to the prevalence of plague and cholera in and around Bombay, as 
reported in the Public Health Reports, I thought it proper to inform 
the Bureau of this matter. 

Respectfully, H. W. Wickes, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon General, 

TJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Washington, D. C, April 7, 1900. 
Sir : Replying to your inquiry of March 13 relative to bone dust, I 
have to say that the sample submitted by yon was examined in the 
hygienic laboratory and found to contain large numbers of bacteria 
resembling those commonly found in soil. It was noticed that sand or 
gravel was mixed with the bone. 

According to experiments conducted in the hygienic laboratory, it 
was found that the bacillus of plague remained alive on a piece of tex- 
tile twenty-one days. Farther work on this line is being carried on 
which may demonstrate a longer life under similar conditions. 

Bone is an equally favorable medium, and you are therefore informed 
that this bone dust may possibly carry plague and should not be shipped 
from infected localities. 

Respectfully, Walter Wyman, 

Surg eon- General TJ. 8. M. H. 8. 
P. A. Surg. H. W. Wickes, 

TJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service, Glasgow, Scotland. 

Report from Glasgow. 

Glasgow, Scotland, March 29, 1890. 

Sir : 1 have the honor to report as follows for the week ended March 
24, 1900 : On March 22 the steamship Ethiopia sailed for New York. 
Eighty-three second-cabin and 127 steerage passengers were inspected 
and passed. Their baggage was inspected and passed with the excep- 
tion of 2 bundles of bedding, which were disinfected. On the same 
date the steamship Norwegian sailed for Portland, Me., via Halifax. 
There were 39 cabin passengers, all for Halifax, and 27 steerage passen- 
gers, 12 of whom were to land at Portland. 

Pour of the steerage passengers which were to land at Halifax were 
also destined for the United States by rail. Their baggage was inspected 
and passed, with the exception of 5 bundles containing feathers and 
bedding, which were disinfected and labeled accordingly. 

Rills of health were issued during the week to 2 vessels with cargo 
and 1 new vessel in ballast. I inclose herewith the weekly abstract of 
bills of health issued. 

Respectfully, H. W. Wickes, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon-General, 

TJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

SOUTH AFRICA. 

Bubonic plague at Cape Town on steamship Kilburnfrom Bosario. 

Cape Town, South Africa, March 7, 1900. 
Sir : I have to inform you of the arrival in this port yesterday of the 
vessel Kilburn from Rosario, South America, with 4 cases of bubonic 
plague. 



